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Book of Acts

Session 3: The Day of Pentecost (Chapter 2)

I.
The Day the Spirit Came:

Chapter 2 in the Book of Acts is all about the coming of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus had told His disciples on several occasions about the Holy Spirit, and He had told them clearly that an important day awaited them; one where the He would leave but where He would send the Holy Spirit to be with them in His place.  

“I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go I will send him to you (Jn. 16:7).”


A. Father Son and Holy Spirit in Heaven for Several Days:
After the ascension Jesus was in Heaven with the Father and the Holy Spirit for several days, what must the conversations have looked like within their fellowship in the days before the Holy Spirit was sent to completely revolutionize the community of believers?  
B. After Days of Prayer:

The 120 disciples were together constantly in the place of prayer before the Holy Spirit broke in on the community of believers.  The Lord used this prayer meeting to prepare them for the anointing that was soon to rest on the Church.

C. On the Day of Pentecost:
The Lord chose the Day of Pentecost as the time that His Spirit would invade, anoint and totally altar the way the people of God related to God and to the world around them. 

D. Read the Passage Aloud:
Before we begin to look at some of the specific phrases and concepts in these chapters we will read through this passage aloud once.  This will make the passage fresh in our minds so that we can tie in all the surrounding details more readily. 

II.
A Mighty Outpouring of the Spirit:

Something unprecedented occurred in the early Church, something wonderful and impossible to contrive – the Holy Spirit came in power and filled the saints with joy, revelation and authority.  The Church would never be the same after this day of impartation.  

A. The Wind of the Spirit:

The fear of the Lord doubtlessly fell on the room as the wind of the Spirit broke into the prayer meeting.  This would not be the last time that such a violent manifestation of the power of God would visit the community of praying believers (Ac. 4:31).  In this instance however the saints experienced what sounded like a tornado in the room.

“Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting (Ac. 2:2).”
B. Tongues of Fire:

In addition to the tornado in the air they also saw fire appearing in the air and spreading out across the room.  Somehow this fire branched out into individual slivers of flame that then touched each person in the room.  This had to be the most amazing thing to witness. 

“They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them (Ac. 2:3).”
C. Filled with the Spirit:

As the fire touched them they felt the doubtlessly felt the power of God touch their frames and they were filled with the Holy Spirit.  The picture is almost like a gas pump that once the nozzle was in place it began to fill up these eager vessels.  They were filled with the Spirit, just moments before they had been loving followers of Jesus with fruit of the Spirit, they were saved and they were friends of God, but now something new rested on them; power to be a witness.

“All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit (Ac. 2:4).”
D. Began to Speak in Tongues:

The poetry of God can be seen in the Holy Spirit showing Himself in flames that are described as tongues of fire that pierce those in attendance and that as a result of the impact the people where then given a new gift of the Holy Spirit that no one had ever heard of or thought of; they began to utter new divinely imparted tongues.  This makes me wonder how many more manifestations of the Holy Spirit are still held in reserve that we have yet to encounter; just one moment before this encounter there was no such thing as the gift of tongues and now in a moment a brand new gift of the Holy Spirit.

“and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them (Ac. 2:4).”
E. Witnesses From Every Province:

The Holy Spirit showed up in a way to bring about the most powerful impact with the broadest scope of reach.  At this time in Jerusalem there were Jews gathered in Jerusalem from every territory in the known world and they were all about to be astounded by God and His witnesses to Jesus the Messiah.  This moment and what would soon follow would serve to mark the whole world with the testimony of Jesus as all these people would go home with the craziest story about their trip to Jerusalem this year.

“Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven...Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs (Ac. 2:5-11)”
F. Prophesying in Earthly Languages:

The tongues they spoke were not unintelligible words, no they were actual languages.  These 120 people began to declare aspects of the gospel to those around them.  It is difficult to know exactly how many unique dialects were represented that day within the crowd of pilgrims whatever the number but it seems likely that every single one represented was imparted to the Holy Spirit baptized believers on that day.   It is possible that each saint was given a different tongue in order to hit as many as 120 different languages.  The point is stressed three times that every person present heard their own native language.  

“each one heard their own language being spoken…each of us hears them in our native language…we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues (Ac. 2:6-11)!”

G. A Bewildered Crowd: 

This divine activity was very public and the whole crowd of thousands of people was bewildered and amazed and filled with the awe of God.  No one had ever heard of such a thing, this was the wildest day of all of their lives and they began to ask what was God meaning through this powerful sign?

“When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment… Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? …Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean (Ac. 2:6-12)?”

III.
Peter’s Defense:
The people that were witnessing this wild encounter completely misunderstood what was happening; they mistook the manifestations of the Spirit for human emotion and response to natural substances.  Peter stood up and defended the working of the Holy Spirit using the scripture. 
A. A Unified Leadership Team:

While Peter clearly takes the lead on this day to speak on behalf of God to explain and minister to the crowd there is an obvious team unity.  As he stands up the 11 other apostles stand with him in a powerful display of team ministry.  Though one man speaks, they stand together for the testimony of what is being said.

“Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd (Ac. 2:14)”

B. Applying Joel’s Prophecy to Pentecost:
Peter operating by the Spirit of the Lord prophesies out of Joel that what they are experiencing at that very moment is part of the fulfillment of what Joel spoke long ago.  Joel’s prophecy was about unexplainable signs from God that would confirm the witness of the messengers.  The powerful outpouring of the Spirit on that day was one such sign and it was to attest to the message they had been declaring and would go forth declaring.  

"this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: “‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people…I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below…before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.  And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved (Ac. 2:16-21)."

C. Makes His Case that Jesus was the Christ:

Now with the attention of the crowd, which was the point of the occasion, to gain the ear of the people, Peter now begins to tell them what this is all about; Jesus.  He explains to the crowd that the miracles they are seeing today are a continuation of the ministry of Jesus of Nazareth and that this man was the Lord and is the salvation for all who would believe.

“Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know…let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah (Ac. 2:22-36).”

D. Use of Old Testament After the Holy Spirit Came:

The measure of clarity and effectual use of the Old Testament scriptures after Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit is night and day different.  He now has the Great Teacher within leading and instructing him.  This was just days prior that this same man was tripping on passages left and right.  He was operating with what he had as best as he knew how I’m sure but the upgrade he received once he was baptized in the Holy Spirit is obvious. 

IV.
The Crowd Responds:
Peter’s defense was powerful and his efforts were effective to win over the hearts of the people on that day.  He was able to reason with the crowd and the impact of his pastoral teaching in the midst of this mighty display of power was impactful to bring many into the Kingdom of God.
A. Cut to the Heart:

The display of God’s power partnered with the message of Jesus effectually cuts the people to the heart.  They see the reality of Jesus and moved by the testimony of that day they ask Peter what they are supposed to do in light of these truths in order to follow the Lord.

“When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do (Ac. 2:37)?”

B. Peter Warns Them:

Peter doesn’t just give them the good news however, He tells them that they are condemned to death and that they need saving.  He warns them and pleads with them in love to respond.

“With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation (Ac. 2:40).”

C. Peter Calls Them to Repentance:

His answer to their question about how to respond was a spiritual response, an inward renewal and an invitation into God’s grace to forgive and empower those who would turn to God.  He calls them to repent and for them to begin a new life, for that is what baptism represented.

“Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off (Ac. 2:38-39)”

D. Three Thousand Saved:

The most unprecedented thing occurs; three thousands people said yes to this invitation.  These were orthodox Jews who had traveled from all over the nations to come to Jerusalem for the yearly festival.  Them saying yes was them leaving traditional Judaism and committing to the most radical thing imaginable in that day; to be committed to the invisible Christ based on the testimony of those who had been witnesses to His life.  In one moment the Church grew from 120 to 3120.

“Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day (Ac. 2:41).”

V.
The Fellowship of the Believers:
The community of believers just exploded numerically, there was now a great need for immediate discipleship of all the new members into the household of God.  The Lord released very simple but effective strategies for how to bring 3,000 new believers together into the purposes of God through the impact of 120 disciples who have been with Jesus for the time of His earthly ministry. 
A. They Devoted Themselves:

The concept of devotion is not a trite thing, and we should read the statement below with this in mind.  You can not be devoted to too many things because the human capacity is pretty limited.  When Acts tells us that the early Church devoted themselves to the list of spiritual activities we should understand that as fairly all consuming so that we can rightly picture the amount of time being committed to these things.

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer (Ac. 2:42).”
B. Apostles Teaching:

The fist thing on the list is that the early disciples were poised to hear and learn all that apostles had to say.  They had of course just come off of 3 plus years of listening to Jesus teach and watching Him live.  Most recently they had come straight from a 40 day season of the resurrected  Lord teaching them first hand about the Kingdom of God.  Every day the apostles were teaching and the saints were eager students to hear.

C. Together in Prayer:

The only way to be devoted together to prayer is to be spending a significant amount of time praying corporately.  The Early Church was built upon this foundation.

D. Fellowship and Breaking Bread:

It wasn’t enough for them to be together doing religious activities however, they longed for relationships.  The Lord Himself had set the model by calling out His 12 from their normal lives and into community and now the entire community of believers was embodying that same fellowship and they ate together and enjoyed one another’s company.

“They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts (Ac. 2:46)”

E. Everyone Was Filled with Awe:

The resulting impact on the broader community was apparent.  The Lord anointed the apostles with power and everyone saw it and was filled with awe.

“Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles (Ac. 2:43).”
F. Selling Their Possessions: 

These were interesting times, the Church had just been born and everyone was trying to figure out what that meant and how everyone was supposed to fit into this new system.  One of the most pressing issues early on was how to finance all the new activity and how to organize things in such a way that the people in the community’s most basic needs were being met.  Supernatural generosity struck the Church and people even began to sell off their surplus in order to take care of the needs that were arising.

“All the believers were together and had everything in common.  They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need (Ac. 2:44-45)”

G. The Favor of Man:

For a time the Lord also granted a substantial breaking in of the favor of man across the city so that there were opportunities and open doors for them at every turn.  This was a fun, exciting and prosperous time for the Church.  

“Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people (Ac. 2:46-47)."

H. The Lord Added to Their Number Daily:

With 3120 as the new starting number the testimony of Jesus went out everywhere.  Many who had been present on the day that the tongues fell probably ended up in follow up meetings, them and their friends and family members, and as people heard the testimony of Jesus more and more people began to give themselves to the Lord every day.

“And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved (Ac. 2:47).”
VI.
Discussion Questions:

A. What unusual activity of the Holy Spirit did we see in this chapter?

B. What new Church initiatives were begun or introduced in this chapter?

C. What phrases stood out to you in this section of Acts? Why?
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